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The Maroon and White 

The recent election of this year’s student 

council body was exciting and surprising to 

some. I interviewed the new Co-presidents, Amy 

Aguilar and Denisse, and our Treasurer, Paola 

about how the election went and what their 

plan is for the upcoming school year. Here’s 

how it went. 

 

Me: how does it feel to be a part of this 

year’s student council office? 

 

Amy: It kinda feels great, because last year 

things didn’t go the best with student council. 

The people were really quiet and didn’t give 

that many ideas, so it feels good that we’re 

there to give ideas now and we can change 

things up a little bit. 

by: Erin Judge 
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Denisse: That’s true because last year nobody was really 

active, and this year Amy, myself and the rest of the student 
council will be better at making ideas for this year to be more fun. 

 
Paola: It honestly feels great. I feel very proud, because I’m 

doing something good for the school. I feel like we’re going to have 
really good ideas. For example, we’re having a pep rally on Friday 
(this interview was before the pep rally) and it's like, we did that! 
We’ll be, you know, participating in this pep rally, and last year we 
didn’t have any pep rallies, so this just shows that we’re already 
changing things up. 

 
Were you nervous or confident that you would win? 
 
Amy: So first I was confident, but then we recorded it in the 

middle of the week, and then Friday it came on the news, and all 
weekend I was just like, hey I lost! I lost, and I’m just going to have 
to deal with that. 

 
Denisse: But that’s not what I did at all! When we recorded, 

first I was really nervous, but then I was confident in myself, and all 
week I knew we were gonna win. I don't know what Amy’s talking 
about, because I thought we were going to win, because we did a 
good speech and got a lot of people’s attention. 

 
Amy: And then, there were people who would come up to me 

and be like, “Hey I didn’t vote for you”. There were a lot of people 
who told me they were gonna vote for me, but then random people 
would come up to me and say “We didn’t vote for you”, and it 
made me really scared. 

 
Me: I wouldn’t say confident, but did you think you were going 

to win? 
 
Amy: She was the only one running! 
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Paola: Yeah, there was a lot of competition, but I knew in my 

heart I was going to win 
 
So did any of you guys think you were going to run for 

anything else than what you did? 
 
Amy: No, last year we were really encouraged by Mr. Hood to 

run, and we already knew since last year we were both going to run 
together, because last year we were homeroom representatives and 
worked well together. 

 
Paola: I was going to be secretary in the first place, but I 

realized it wouldn’t be such a good idea, and I decided I wanted to 
count money! 

 
Me: So what are your plans for the school,like, any fun 

activities you want to do? 
 
Denisse: before Amy spills the beans, we’re not gonna say a 

lot of stuff, but let me tell you, we have plans. 
 
Amy:  There are a lot of ideas we have, but we obviously know 

we can’t make them all happen. Even the Halloween dance, we 
thought we weren’t going to be able to make that happen just 
because some people take the ideas way too far, so it's really up to 
teachers.  

 
Me: So, there’s a pretty big subject I want to talk about, and 

its important that this school knows about this, because I think 
everyone;s excited for Meme Day. 

 
Denisse: Everyone's excited for meme day? 
 
Me: Everyone’s excited for Meme Day. 
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Amy: We’re probably going to have to wait until the next 

spirit week. Like this week we didn’t have a say in the events, but 
next spirit week we want to make sure that happens. 

 
Paola: But at the same time, some people will ruin it, so don’t 

be that one kid. 
 
Amy: It’ll be Vine, Tik Tok, basically everything you find 

funny. And it's just dressing up.  
 
Me: What do you think qualifies each one of you to be a part 

of student council? 
 
Amy: Well first of all, Denisse and I make perfect presidents. 

We’ve been in student council before, so we have experience. 
We’re mature if we want to be, and we are both dedicated and love 
making things happen. 

 
Denisse: I think we combine each other’s ideas to make things 

happen. We love doing what we do, I mean if I had to choose 
between anything else and student council, I would always do 
student council. 

 
Paola: I mean, I have good ideas, and I consider myself smart. 
 
Amy: She’s so smart. 
 
Erin: You say that you have a lot of plans, so what is going to 

be the most fun event this year? 
 
Amy: The biggest events will be at the end of the school year, 

especially the dances. 
 
Denisse: I feel like we let you guys down last year, like with 

the DJ, but we want to change that. This year we’re going to ask  
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Mrs. Hassler to DJ. We want to have better decorations and themes, 
better food, etc. We also want to do raffle baskets. 

 
Amy: We also want to do penny wars, where each team has a 

bucket and they put in money, and whichever team has more will 
get a prize, or a period off. 

 
Erin: I remember those! We did those at Nottingham. 
 
Amy: Also, can I say something, but you have to include it. 
 
Erin: I’m all ears! 
 
Amy: I need you to tell us your ideas. We need ideas from you 

guys! We don’t want to just do our ideas. Maybe we’ll make an idea 
jar, or a google form! We want this to be a better year than last 
year. 

 
Paola: We want to include a lot! Like last year, we didn’t do 

anything for Halloween. This year we’re doing a dance! That’s 
already a big improvement. 

 
Erin: What our your limitations? Concerns? 
 
Amy: I know other schools have had problems with events 

they’ve done. Like I said, some people could take things way too 
far. Like Avon Grove did color wars. Different grades dressed in 
different colors, and it got canceled because people were throwing 
smoke bombs, and spray painting the bathrooms. It was a whole 
mess, and now they can’t do color wars anymore. If Avon Grove 
hadn’t done that, maybe we could’ve done Color Wars at some 
point. 

 
Paola: Money might be a problem, but the biggest problem 

will be getting people to participate. 
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Erin: Can each of you make a statement? 
 
Amy and Denisse: As 8th graders, we are very excited! As our 

last year of middle school, it has to end off great. I want it to be 
something we remember, something we tell our future kids. 

 
Paola: I want this year to be more positive and fun. Last year 

was so boring! We should have more school spirit! 
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Interview with Football Coach Mr. Fitzpatrick 
by: Angel McCoy Thaysen 

 

1.Why did you get into coaching football? 
 
“When I played football, some of my coaches had a great impact on 
me. They believed in me and saw my talent before I did. This 
helped my confidence in both sports and life. I still think of their 
encouragement today when I need some motivation.. I coach 
because I want to try to help student athletes the same way my 
coaches helped me.” 
 
2.Is football your favorite sport? Why or why not? 
  
“Football is my favorite sport, because it is mental and physical. A 
smaller slower team can beat a bigger faster team, if they are more 
prepared mentally.” 
 
3.Do you like teaching football?  
 
“Yes I enjoy coaching. It allows me to stay involved with football 
and to see some of my students in a different arena outside of the 
classroom.” 
 
4.Are you proud of the job you have? 
 
“I am proud to have this job. The best part is seeing a player 
improve throughout the season and from 7th to 8th Grade.” 
 
After interviewing Mr.Fitz, the football coach, I can tell that he has 
a lot of love in football. 
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Boys Soccer: Interview with Jose Salinas-Rochester 

by: Naomi Guzman 
 

 
 

 
Naomi: How do you juggle everything?  
Jose: Focus on doing homework or any missed work on the bus on 
the way to games or if we have soccer practice I do it while we’re 
waiting for our coach at the cafeteria. 
 
Naomi: How much experience do you have in soccer?  
Jose: I have lots of experience. I have been playing since I was 3. 
 
Naomi: Why did you choose this sport ?  
Jose: I chose this sport because I followed my dads’ and uncles’ 
footsteps and started practicing.  
 
Naomi: What is the hardest thing to do in soccer?  
Jose: Look up while moving the ball because when you’re in a game 
you can’t just be looking at the ball and not looking up. If you look 
at all times at your feet, someone could body you and you fall or 
there taking the ball away from you. 
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Naomi: What is the easiest thing to do in soccer?  
Jose: Passing the ball and calling people names. 
 
Naomi: How is the season going?  
Jose: The season is doing good we are 4 wins and 2 loses  
 

 

 

 

Boys Soccer Interview: Chris Ugarte 
by: Naomi Guzman 

 
 

 
 

Naomi: How do you juggle everything else?  
Chris: Focus on your movement and where you’re stepping. 
 
Naomi:  How much experience do you have in soccer?  
Chris: I started playing soccer when I was 3 or 4 years old. 
 
Naomi: Why did you choose this sport ?  
Chris: I chose this sport because it makes me feel happy and it’s fun 
and I love challenges. 
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Naomi: What is the hardest thing to do in soccer?  
Chris: For goalkeepers the hardest thing to do is 1 on 1 and saving 
free kicks, and also coming out to reach for the ball, and sometimes 
high dive saves. 
 
Naomi: What is the easiest thing to do in soccer? 
Chris: For goalkeepers, the easiest thing to do is catching the ball, 
and diving middle, and punting the ball high in the sky, and 
sometimes high dive saves, and doing goal kicks. 
 
Naomi: How is the season going?  
Chris: It’s going alright we are 4-0-2. 
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Welcome to Penn’s Grove Ms. Nitz! 
by: Naomi Guzman 

 

Editor’s Note: Ms. Nitz recently began teaching 8
th
 grade Social Studies on 

the Palm team. She last taught high school in Texas. 

Naomi: What did you teach while in Texas? 

Ms. Nitz: While I was in Texas, I took young sophomores on an 
adventure around the world. By teaching World History, I was 
able take them to the Middle Ages to explore knights and the 
Crusades that they marched in to World War II and the Allied 
invasion of Normandy.   

Naomi: How are you enjoying Penn’s Grove so far? 

Ms. Nitz: So far, I love Penn’s Grove. I am teaching a subject that 
I have wanted to teach since I became a teacher. In high school, 
my US History teacher instilled a passion for the subject within 
me and I hope to share that passion with my students. I am also 
enjoying my students, they are motivated to learn and ask 
intriguing questions about the content.  

Naomi: What did you enjoy most about Texas? 

Naomi: What did I enjoy most about Texas? The weather! I love 
being outside and the warm weather in Houston allowed me to 
be outdoors year round. I am NOT a fan of the cold and I hate the 
snow, so living in Pennsylvania could make for an interesting 
rather bundled up winter.  

Naomi: What do you enjoy most about Oxford? 
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Ms. Nitz: I like the fact that it is a small town. I grew up in a small 
town very similar to Oxford. I can see many similarities between 
Oxford and my hometown that bring back feelings of nostalgia 
and joy.  
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Volleyball Interview: Mr. Hood 

by: Fabian Cordova 
 

Fabian: What made you want to be the coach of the volley ball 
team? 
 
Mr. Hood: I have always enjoyed playing volleyball during family 
BBQs and thought the sport was fun. The volleyball team needed a 
coach so I applied and was hired.  
 
Fabian: What do you look for in someone that wants to try out for 
volleyball? 
 
Mr. Hood: Most of our volleyball athletes are new to the sport. Out 
of the 12 athletes on the 8th grade team, only about half of them 
played club volleyball. During tryouts, I looked for those athletes 
that tried their hardest regardless of success and who showed team 
spirit. 
 
Fabian: Do you believe the volleyball team has potential? 
 
Mr. Hood: The volleyball team most definitely has potential. I feel 
that the team got stronger throughout the season and that is 
attributed to the hard work that they put in during practice and 
games.  
 
Fabian: How long have you coached the volleyball Team? 
Mr. Hood: This was my first year.  
 
Fabian: What’s the practice routine? 
Mr. Hood: The athletes stretch and warm-up prior to working on 
basic volleyball skills such as serving and receiving. If a certain 
aspect of the game was shown to be a weakness during a recent 
game we would try to work on that during practice. Every practice  
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finished with a scrimmage so that the athletes could apply what we 
practiced during a game situation.  
 
Fabian: What is your wins to losses record? 
Mr. Hood: We finished the season with a 4-10 record. Our team was 
competitive in almost every match and finished by winning their 
final two games.  
 
Fabian: How long is a volleyball game? 
Mr. Hood: A volleyball match is the best of three games. The first 
two games are to 25 points (must win by 2) and if a third game is 
needed it goes to 15 points (again must win by 2). 
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Too Old to Trick or Treat?? 

by: Erin Judge 

 

 

Halloween just passed us by! People went to parties, kids are 

having candy everyday, teens were getting banned from 

neighborhoods for trying to trick or treat. Wait, what was that last 

one again?! 

 New rules are being set across Chester County in 

neighborhoods, stating that anyone over the age of 13 is not 

welcome to trick or treat unless accompanied by a child under the 

age of 12.  Basically, teens aren’t allowed to trick or treat, and only 

children and their guardians are allowed to. Crazy, right? You’d 

think so, but statistics show that the rate of teen-committed crimes 

spike on Halloween. TPing, vandalism, or underage drinking are just 

a few of the many crimes committed. They might seem like fun and 

games, until you end up spending the rest of your Halloween behind 

bars! The reason behind this is mostly that the media targets teens, 

making it seem cool to spray paint the side of a car, or drink 

underage at a party, especially in movies where teens on Halloween 

commit crimes for fun without consequences. In reality, there are 

consequences. 

 Understandably, a lot of teens are upset about these new rules. 
Many teens do trick or treat, and even though some neighborhoods  
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argue that we’re too old for that kind of stuff, why can’t we have 
one night a year to have fun without worrying about social age 
standards? Why should we have to sit out from the festivities when 
adults are the ones who decide whether or not we’re “too old” for 
something? 

 
I interviewed a few people from our school to ask their 

opinions on the matter. Should neighborhoods set age limits on 
Halloween? Here is how they responded. 
 

Me: Should neighborhoods ban teenagers from trick or 
treating? 

 Zoe Verbanas: No! Why would they? No matter your age, 
people like to have fun. 
 

Me: What age do you think the age limit should be, or should 
there even be an age limit and why? 

Lexi Reinard: I don’t think there shouldn’t even be any age 
limit, because I think there are a lot of teens and adults that 
actually like trick or treating. College kids too, they sometimes 
need a break to have fun and be a kid again. Trick or treating can 
also be a relief to feel more positive about themselves, because 
they can wear what they want without worrying about being 
judged.  

Paige Boone: There shouldn’t be an age limit, because people 
should be allowed to have fun no matter what age they are. 

Molly Friel: There shouldn’t be an age limit. Trick or treating 
is a better alternative than teens going to parties and making bad 
decisions 

Kevin Walsh: There shouldn’t be one, because teens are still 
kids. 

Erick Rodriguez: No, because I’m a teenager and I want to 
trick or treat! 
 

Me: When do you think you’re going to stop trick or treating? 
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Ava Mcgothlin: When i can't walk. Dead serious quote me on 

that too. Is this getting published? Okay, quote me on that. That I 
can't walk.  
 

Well, there you have it folks. I asked 7 people and all of them 
agree that this new law in neighborhoods is wrong and stupid. In 
conclusion, it’s obvious that this rule should be repealed, because 
it's not really helping anybody. What do you think?  

 
Below is a code to a Google Form asking the same questions, 

and it's up to you guys to vote using your opinions.   
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Book Review: Tears of a Tiger 
by Amy Aguilar 

 
The book “Tears of a Tiger” is about a boy named Andy who 

blames himself for his best friend’s death after a terrible car 
accident. Andy grows into a deep depression, he’s forced to see a 
psychologist but it isn’t enough to stop him from the terrible ending 
caused by his girlfriend breaking up with him and the rest of his 
overwhelming life. From the beginning, this book had me hooked 
and I could not put it down. This book is very interesting because it 
is told through phone calls, letters, and conversations within 
people. I recommend this book if you love to read sad stories like 
me. 
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